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Comply with safety and
health rules — Lee
By Peter Boon

SIBU: All factories must
ensure good occupational
safety and health (OSH)
practices at their
workplaces to prevent
accidents and work towards
an accident-free
environment.

Stressing this was
National Institute of
Occupational Safety and
Health (Niosh) chairman
Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye, who
warned that if accidents
happened, not only would
they affect productivity but
innocent  lives  might  be
lost.

“Hence, as a law
enforcement agency, the
state Department of
Occupational Safety and
Health (DOSH) needs to
carry out more checks on
safety and health in all
factories to ensure greater
compliance with all safety
legislations, rules and
regulations,” said Lee in an
email response to The
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regulations.
Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye, Niosh chairman

Borneo Post.
He was asked his view

about DOSH Sarawak
stepping up spot checks on
factories to ensure that the
Occupational Safety and
Health Act (OSHA) 1994 was
observed.

Its deputy director Aguse
Adi was reported to have
said recently that the
department had been
making regular visits to
manufacturing factories,
and by stepping up their
efforts, they might find more
cases that they could bring
to court.

Aguse also said many
employers and employees

still took personal safety in
the workplace for granted,
thus, exposing them to all
sorts of risks.

To this, Lee responded:
“Employers and employees
must never take their safety
for granted.  They must
always be conscious of
safety at work all the time.”

For that, he strongly felt it
was imperative for them to
work towards making OSH
a safety culture and strive
towards zero-accident at the
workplace.

He said any factory with
40 or more employees were
required under OSHA 1994
to set up Safety and Health

Committees to examine all
issues pertaining to safety
and health.

Lee emphasised that it was
only in the interests of both
employers and employees
that  occupational   safety
and health be practised at
worksites.

Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye

Kuching to host International
Conference of Girl’s Brigade

CONCERNED FOR YOUTHS: Dr Chan (left) sharing a light moment with the organising committee during their
courtesy visit. Seen from second left are Chew, Sia, Wong and Tay.

KUCHING:  The city is
bracing for a Girl’s Brigade
invasion from July 24 to 31.

Kuching will play host to
the ‘10th International
Conference of The Girl’s
Brigade International’
(ICGB), which will see more
than 250 foreign participants
from 26 countries
worldwide, at Riverside
Majestic Hotel here.

The one-week conference,
organised by Girl’s Brigade
Malaysia, promises to be a
grand affair.

Paying a courtesy call on
Deputy Chief Minister
Datuk Patinggi Tan Sri Dr
George Chan at his office at
Wisma Bapa Malaysia
yesterday, organising
chairperson Evelyn Chew
said the 10th ICGB was a
gathering of key leaders of
the organisation from
various countries once in
four years to review the
work done worldwide while
mapping the direction for its
growth.

Chew who is also the
organisation’s Second
Kuching Company Captain
said the state was honoured
to have been chosen to host
the conference as it was a
way The Girl’s Brigade
could contribute to the
tourism industry.

“The week-long
conference will also allow
the leaders to discuss and
address common challenges

faced by girls aged six to 21
years old.

“The programme will
include tour and sightseeing
in and around Kuching to
give participants a chance
to see this beautiful city
while learning about its
history and culture. Among
the plans in store are visits
to the Sarawak Cultural
Village on July 29,” she
continued.

The conference’s Media
and Publicity officer
Phyllis Wong said the
conference would also be a
platform for sharing best
practices for the
wholesome development of
girls in leadership skills,
and imbue them with good
Christian values so they
become responsible and
useful women who
contribute to the
community, nation and
world.

Briefing The Borneo Post
later, she said Minister in
the Chief Minister’s
Department, Datin Fatimah
Abdullah had consented to
be advisor to ICGB 2010 and
guest-of-honour at the
welcoming dinner for
delegates on July 24 and the
official opening ceremony
on July 25.

The conference would be
filled with activities such as
‘Praise and Worship’ session
and theme talks, business
and fellowship meetings

followed by seminars.
Among the topics to be

discussed at the workshops
were ‘Seek, Serve and
Follow Christ’, ‘Lead Like
Jesus’, ‘Leading and
Managing Change’ and
‘Engaging Youths Through
The GB Programme’.

Talks would be conducted
by local and foreign
speakers.

The organising committee
briefed Dr Chan on the
conference during the
courtesy visit, while
discussing the possibilities
of getting some assistance
from the ministry.

 The delegates, led by
Chew, comprised Wong,
Fourth Kuching Company
Captain Grace Tay and
Third Kuching Company
Captain Lilly Sia.

Also present was Tourism
and Heritage Ministry
Permanent Secretary Ik
Pahon Joyik.

The Girl’s Brigade,
founded in Dublin on Oct
1893, is an international
and interdenominational
Christian organisation
with 107,539 members
worldwide and 2,579
companies.

Its world headquarters is
situated at Glasgow,
Scotland. The
international president is
Ruth Chikasa from Zambia.
Girl’s Brigade Sarawak has
3,268 members.

Huge potential for Penan handicraft in international market

THANK YOU: Assistant Minister of Infrastructure Development and Communication Datuk Lee Kim
Shin (second right) hands over a cheque to representatives from Borneo Evangelical Church Kuala Baram.
Thirteen religious bodies and organisations received RM112,000 in assistance from his minor rural project
(MRP) fund. Other recipients were Buddhist Tzu-Chi Merits Society Malaysia, Surau Darul Mukmin Kampung
Riam Jaya, Miri Buddhist Association, Seventh Day Adventist Church Miri, Masjid Nurul Iman, Persatuan
Bimbangan Ajaran Confucius, Miri Lian Hua San San Ching Taoism Association, Persatuan Penganut Dewa
Some Shak Lung Kung Miri, Thian Chun Tien Tudan Phase 1 and three Village Development and Security
Committee (JKKKs).

KUCHING: Thirty Penan
women from Long Beruang
made their life worthwhile
by producing high quality
rattan handicrafts which
have the potential to enter
the international market.

Director of Malaysian
Handicraft Development
Corporation (PKKM)
Sarawak Branch Sahaimi
Abdul Manaf said the
corporation had identified
the handicrafts made by the
Penans and found them to
be high quality products.

He however lamented that

the Penans lacked
knowledge in marketing
their products abroad,
adding that if the products
were functional and appeal
to customers they could even
be sold at premium prices,
domestically and
internationally.

“A Penan handicraft in a
tourist spot in Miri is able to
fetch very high prices. Thus,
it shows the quality and
significance of the product,”
he said.

According to Sahaimi, as
it was not feasible to send

processing machines to
Penan villages due to their
distance and remoteness,
PKKM had selected eight
trainees to specialise in
handicrafts that could be
commercialised in the
market.

He said three major cities
had been selected as centres
to promote handicrafts
under the 10th Malaysia
Plan.

“Kuching is one of the
cities where we are going to
promote Penan handicrafts
while the other two cities

have yet to be considered,”
he added.

Sahaimi said they had so
far received positive response
from dealers in Tokyo, Japan
who were willing to import
Penan handicrafts for their
market.

He mentioned that PKKM
had so far registered 803
people interested in making
Penan handicrafts and
hoped that through more
promotional events, PKKM
would be able to grow the
business throughout the
state.

Ngajat competition to be held July 18

Entries still
open for
Kumang
contest
SIBU:  Entries for the
Kumang Borneo Cultural
Festival 2010 Contest are
still open for all young
Dayak ladies.

Organising chairlady
Angelyn Uchi Maseng said
the contest offering
attractive prizes will be held
from July 20-22 at the Sibu
Town Square’s Borneo
Dayak Cultural Festival
Pavilion.

“The contestant who
wins the Kumang Borneo
Cultural Festival 2010
beauty title will receive a
cash prize of RM1,000,
while RM800 is for the first
runner-up and RM600 for
the second runner-up, plus
the Kumang Crown,
trophy, sash and hamper,”
she told reporters
yesterday.

Angelyn said the contest
is open to single Dayak
ladies aged between 18 and
30.

The deadline for entries is
5pm on July 15.

All contestants are
required to wear traditional
Dayak costumes.

“Marking will be based on
the contestants’ looks (70 per
cent), physical  attributes
(20 per cent) and personality
(10 per cent),” added
Angelyn.

Those interested can
obtain entry forms from
Angelyn (084-336077/016-
8825861), Senorita (013-
8025652 or 084-321108), or
Rose Chukan (084-321072 or
013-8313990).

Smart Community to enhance
unity in state – Dr Wahbi

Firm takes scale verification
service to Kanowit

BETONG: Members of the Komuniti
Bestari (Smart Community) play an
important role in enhancing unity in
Sarawak, said Saribas assemblyman
Dr Wahbi Junaidi.

Certain quarters had no qualms in
trying to divide the unity of the people
by spreading lies and discrediting the
government, he said when officiating
at the closing of ‘Programme Sepakat
Bestari Daerah Betong 2010‘ held at SK
Datuk Bandar Debak yesterday.

He added that there was nothing good
from the opposition but only criticism
hurled at the government that had
helped the people over the years.

“For example, since they do not accept
the concept of 1Malaysia, it means that
they do not support the unity and
harmony in 1Malaysia,” he said.

Dr Wahbi said they also brought in
religious issues from the peninsula to
Sarawak with the aim of inciting the
feelings of the local people.

Therefore, he said, the people must
reject the opposition’s ideology and
brand of politics.

“If we love our country, love our

people and our unity, do not easily
succumb to the propaganda of such
politicians,” he added.

Meanwhile, State information director
Resat Salleh said in his speech that the
Ministry of Information,
Communication and Culture was
constantly monitoring activities that
were in contrast to the spirit of 1Malaysia.

“We do not want unity that has long
been established by our leaders to be
disrupted by certain quarters that
spread lies and distorted facts,” he said.

In addition, he also advised the people
to continue to live together in peace in
accordance with the 1Malaysia concept
that emphasised on unity and harmony.

Programme Sepakat Bestari
Bahagian Betong 2010 organised by the
Information Department involved four
Smart Community units from Tuie,
Bungin, Paoh and Penurin.

The two-day event was filled with a
variety of community activities
including aerobic, telematch cultural
night, children’s colouring contest and
1Malaysia Briefing held at SK Datuk
Bandar Debak.

SIBU:  The entry for the
Ngajat Borneo Cultural
Festival 2010 Competition is
still open to all the Dayak men
and ladies.

According to the organising
chairlady of the 2010
competition, Angelyn Uchi
Maseng, the competition that
offers attractive prizes will be
held at 7pm on July 18, at the
Borneo Dayak Cultural

Festival Pavillion, Sibu Town
Square Phase One.

Uchi said those interested
could still obtain the entry
forms from Senorita (013-
8025652/084-321108), Harry
Usop (013-8475146) or Ambrose
(016-8931385). She added the
completed entry forms must
be submitted to the organiser
before the closing date on July
15, at 5pm.

SIBU:  The Metrology
Corporation Malaysia Sdn
Bhd here will take their
service  to  Kanowit to
facilitate the verification of
scales and weighing
machines there.

According to its press
statement faxed here
yesterday, the corporation
will be at Persatuan
Foochow Kanowit on July
14 from 9am to 1pm.

The afternoon session is

from 2pm to 5pm.
The corporation carried

out a similar exercise in
Bintangor last month.

Meanwhile, traders can
contact them on matters
related to verification of
scales and weighing
machines on 084-311140.

Alternatively, they can
drop by their office at Lot
3043, Ground Floor, Block
3, Lorong Pedada 20B4, Lot
9 Commercial Centre, Sibu.

Sahaimi Abdul Manaf


